
STAFF REPORT 
Working from 

home is easier and 
more practical today 
than it has been 
since family farms 
disappeared from the 
landscape decades 
ago.  

Rural areas like 
Crittenden County 
are fertile ground for 
remote workers 
where life can be tai-
lored to a slower, 
safer pace. 

At a recent Critten-
den County Eco-
nomic Development 
Corporation meeting, 
local leaders dis-
cussed how other 
communities around 
western Kentucky 
are beginning to po-
sition themselves to 
attract remote work-
ers. Some have al-
ready begun to 
develop marketing 
plans to lure busi-
nesspeople from big 

cities to places like 
Paducah and Hop-
kinsville.  

Marion’s braintrust 
starting thinking 
aloud about what 
that could look like 
here. 

City Administrator 
Diane Ford-Benning-
field thinks the com-
munity could benefit 
by even a tepid effort 
to bring highly-edu-
cated, highly-skilled 
and/or highly-moti-
vated people to work 
here from home. 

“Even to attract 20 
people like that 
would have an im-
pact,” the city admin-
istrator said. 

Precise targeting 
and narrowing the 
scope of such an ef-
fort makes more 
sense than trying to 
build an economy 
out of it, says Nathan 
Boone, a local busi-
ness executive who 
has been working 
from his home just 
outside of town for 
many years. 

Jason Vincent, di-
rector of the Pen-
nyrile Area 
Development Dis-
trict, says there is no 
regional effort to at-
tract individuals like 
that who have oppor-
tunities to work from 
home. 

“It’s just a commu-
nity-by-community 
effort,” he said. “Our 
lower cost of living 
and quality of life 
well positions us to 
attract remote work-
ers.” 

Some cities in the 

area are using car-
rots, offering incen-
tives to those who 
choose their towns 
from where to work. 
Vincent said there 
are already some 
that are seeing divi-
dends as people from 
California and New 
York are starting to 
relocate to western 
Kentucky. 

If Marion wants to 
dive into the compet-
itive arena for remote 
workers it needs to 
know the challenges 
and its attractive as-
sets. So, The Press 
set out over the last 
couple of weeks to 
find and talk with 
some who are al-
ready doing it. We 
spoke to a cross sec-
tion of people who 
are at different points 
in their careers and 
asked them what this 
community can do to  

 

Postage stamps went 
up 2 cents this week 
    The price for a first-class U.S. 
Postage Stamp 
went up two cents 
this week from 66 
cents to 68 cents 
for letters weigh-
ing one ounce or 
less. Other serv-
ices also have 
gone up. Pack-
age costs in-
creased by about 6 
percent, Priority Mail Express 
bumped up 5.9 percent, Priority 
Mail increased 5.7 percent and 
Ground Advantage is up 5.4 per-
cent. This increase marks the fifth 
price hike in two years.  
 

Riverview Park goers 
camping in December 
   Riverview Park on the Ohio River 
in northern Crittenden County con-
tinued to host camping in Decem-
ber. Mild weather likely was the 
reason for 16 overnight rentals of 
RV campsites, providing the county 
with $420 in revenue from nightly 
fees. Since July, Riverview Park has 
hosted 628 RV camp nights and 15 
tent nights, generating more than 
$10,000 in income. 
   At the county-owned camp-
ground, there are seven concrete RV 
pads with power, water and waste-
water available. The park includes a 
dock, restrooms, park, basketball 
goal, pavilion and primitive camp-
ing. 
Tent camping is $5 per night and 
RV camping is $20 with amenities.  
Fees go toward maintenance and 
upkeep of the park, formerly known 
as Dam 50. Reservations can be 
made online at CrittendenCoun-
tyKy.org. 
 

Pop-up Driver’s License 
Renewal Center Feb. 6 
    A Kentucky Pop-up Driver’s Li-
cense Renewal Center will be held 
from 9:30 a.m., to 2:45 p.m., on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6 at the Crittenden 
County Office Complex. To register 
for an appointment, go online to 
Pop-up Driver Licensing Program - 
DRIVE (ky.gov), select the large blue 
tab on top of the page that reads 
Renew A Drivers License. Then, 
scroll to the bottom of the next 
page and select Schedule A Pop-Up 
Appointment. From there, scroll to 
the bottom of the next page and 
select Search By County. You must 
register in advance and appoint-
ments are limited. This is the only 
option to renew licenses locally and 
occurs two times a year, approxi-
mately every 6 months. The next 
local opportunity will be in August. 
Should anyone need assistance with 
registration, call Crittenden County 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom’s 
office at 270-965-5251. 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  
•Marion City Council meets at 5 

p.m., Monday, Feb. 5 at city hall. 
This will be a different meeting 
day due to President’s Day being 
on the council’s regular meeting 
date, the third Monday of the 
month. 
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Park seeks funding for ball field lights
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court last 
week endorsed a plan by Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park Board to pursue a 
project that will replace lights on one 
ball field and add new lighting to a 
recreational soccer field north of Upper 
Park Drive inside the park’s roughly 
40-acre complex. 

Marion Tourism and Recreation 
Commission on Tuesday made a simi-
lar pledge. 

Preliminary price estimates are for 
around $400,000 to install LED light-
ing on the two multi-use fields. 

During their regular monthly meeting 
last Thursday, magistrates voted unan-
imously to support the plan. Prelimi-
nary options include using American 
Rescue Plan Act funds to make a large 
down payment on the project or make 
annual payments. 

A 10-year bank loan that helped in-
stall lighting at three other park ball 
fields will be paid off in 2024. Four 
community governmental agencies 
shared the cost of that project, making 
annual payments of $7,000 each for 
the payback term. 

Park leaders are asking stakeholders 
to continue their support of the facility 
through further funding over the next 
decade that will allow updating and im-
provement to aging infrastructure.  

Built in the early 1980s, much of the 
park’s original infrastructure, such as 
fencing and lighting, has now been re-
placed thanks to improvement projects 
over the past several years. The park 
has also seen growth and diversity over 
the last couple of decades through de-
velopment of a large playground, disc 
golf course and skate park. A great deal 
of its funding comes from Marion 
Tourism and Recreation Commission. 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court, City 
of Marion, Marion Tourism Commis-
sion and Crittenden County School 
Board are all primary supporters of the 
park’s operational funding. Each entity 
will be asked to continue its financial 
commitment by supporting the pro-
posed capital improvement project. Ad-
ditional private funding from local 
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What can we learn from remote workers?

Marion resident Rob Horack in his 
home office overlooking a city street.

STAFF REPORT 
L i v i n g s t o n 

County has a 
Democrat in 
the county 
judge’s office 
for the first 
time since 
2018, and its 
first female. 

Teris Swanson was ap-
pointed temporary judge-ex-
ecutive for the county on 
Tuesday by Gov. Andy 
Beshear. She replaces Gar-
rett Gruber, who stepped 
down from the post early 
this month. 

Swanson, 33, was a prac-
ticing attorney in Paducah 
for the Bryant Law Center. 
She resides in Ledbetter and 
her husband operates a 
business there. 

A lifelong Livingston 
Countian, Swanson is the 

granddaughter of the late 
Boyce Moodie III, a longtime 
figure in the fluorspar min-
ing industry in Livingston 
County and beyond. The 
Moodie family’s activity in 
the former fluorspar mining 
industry in western Ken-
tucky dates back to just 
after the Civil War, said her 
father, Beau Moodie of 
Bayou. 

Swanson is also the niece 
of Grand Rivers Mayor Tom 
Moodie. 

Swanson graduated 
magna cum laude from 
Southern Illinois University 
School of Law in 2017 and 
began practicing law in 
2018. She graduated in the 
top five percent of her law 
class.  

Prior to attending law  
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Ledbetter woman named Livingston judge-exec

FISCAL COURT 
 

County  
discusses 
inmate 
population 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Rising costs for hous-
ing local inmates at Crit-
tenden County Detention 
Center was discussed 
during last week’s regu-
lar meeting of the Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court. 

Following Jailer Athena 
Hayes’ routine monthly 
report to magistrates, 
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom questioned her 
about an uptick in the 
number of county in-
mates being held. 

“Do all of them have to 
be in jail?” Newcom 
asked. 

Hayes’ reply was 
largely centered on the 
fact that she doesn’t have 
control over who’s jailed 
there or how long they 
stay.  

County Attorney Bart 
Frazer, who prosecutes 
misdemeanor violations 
in district court, said the 
legal system tries to move 
cases through as quickly 
as possible and that Crit-
tenden Circuit Court 
leads the judicial district 
that includes Union and 
Webster counties, in 
Rocket Docket cases. 

While the detention 
center’s common mission 
is holding convicted 
criminals as part of the 
justice system’s punitive 
and rehabilitative pro-
gram, it also serves as a 
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Swanson 

The soccer 
field was 
covered 

with snow 
last week.

A sixth generation Livingston Countian was sworn to office by 
retired Circuit Judge C.A. Woodall III during a ceremony Tuesday 
morning at the justice center in Smithland.



Tabor 
James E. “Jimmy” 

Tabor, 89, of Marion, 
died Thursday, Jan. 18, 
2024 at 
Livingston 
H o s p i t a l 
after a 
l e n g t h y 
battle with 
Alzheimer’s 
Disease. 

T a b o r 
was born Nov. 
8, 1934 in Crit-
t e n d e n 
County. He 
was the long-
time owner 
and operator of Tabor’s 
Chevron, Muffler Shop 
and Towing Service in 
Marion. He was a U.S. 
Army veteran and former 
member of Crittenden 
County Lions Club. He 
was a charter member of 
Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Marion, where 
he served as a deacon. 

Tabor is survived by 
his wife of 59 years Betty 
Teer Tabor of Marion; two 
sons, Scott (Laura) Tabor 
and Daryl Tabor, both of 
Marion; and several 
cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Ver-
non (Alma) Tabor; his 
mother, Esther Tabor 
(Ed) Phelps; and two 
brothers, Doug (Betty) 
Tabor and Tommy (Mary) 
Tabor. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Jan. 20 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home with 
Rev. Kirk Greenfield and 
Rev. Lester Watson offici-
ating. Burial was in Ma-
pleview Cemetery in 
Marion. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
Marion Cemetery Associ-
ation, P.O. Box 544, Mar-
ion, KY 42064. 

 

Shaffer 
Donald Wayne Shaffer, 

84, formerly of Marion, 
died Wednesday, Jan. 3, 
2024. He was born in 
Marion and spent 53 
years working at United 
Facilities, dedicated to 
the logistics and ware-
house management busi-
ness as he traveled the 
United States in support 
of their business.  

He was a car and mo-
torcycle enthusiast, and 
was very proud of his 
multiple Corvettes, his 
1934 Ford truck and his 
Harley-Davidson motor-
cycle. He made many life-
long friends while 
pursuing these interests. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Tom (Sarah) and Tim 
(Darla); a daughter-in-
law Lynn; 10 grandchil-
dren; nine 
great-grandchildren; a 
sister, Marilyn Burge; 
and cousins Linda Cook, 
Debbie Peek, Hershal 
(Agnes) Shaffer, Bill (Pat) 
Fuller and Harry (Evelyn) 
Fuller; extended family 
and many friends. 

He was preceded in 
death by a son, Anthony 
“Tony” Shaffer. His par-
ents were Harry and 
Wilma Dixon Shaffer. 

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Schoedinger Worthington 
in Ohio. Burial was Sat-
urday, Jan. 13 at White’s 
Chapel Cemetery. A cele-
bration of life will be held 
in Marion at a later date. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the American Cancer So-
ciety. 

Hazzard 
Pearl Mae Hazzard died 

Friday, Jan. 12, 2024 at 
Crittenden 
Health and 
Rehab. She 
was a re-
tired reg-
i s t e r e d 
nurse. She 
was born 

to Roy and Gladys Haz-
zard and a big brother, 
Franklin, on April 5, 
1958. She could play 
multiple music instru-
ments but most mem-
orable was the 
keyboards.   

She graduated from 
Crittenden County High 
School in 1976 and put 
herself through school to 
become a nurse. She had 
a love of helping young 
nurses as many have 
shared since her passing. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
multiple relatives; in-
cluding a brother who 
was the love of her life.  

She leaves behind 
nieces, cousins, other 
relatives, and multiple 
friends and coworkers 
from all over the country. 
 We will all miss her very 
much but we are com-
forted with the thought of 
a little blonde pigtailed 
girl strolling over heaven 
with her big brother, 
whom she missed so des-
perately.  

A private family memo-
rial will be held after out 
of state family are able to 
attend.   Memorial acts of 
kindness should be given 
to any dedicated nurse in 
her memory. Paid obituary 

Stone, 101 
Elsie Stone, 101, died 

Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024 
at her 
C r a y n e , 
Ky., home 
of almost 
52 years. 
She would 
have been 
102 on 
March 24. 

She was a member of 
Frances Community 
Church. When she was 
21 years old, she served 
her country as a Rosie 
the Riveter while her 
then husband was serv-
ing in the military during 
World War II. She riveted 
on airplane wings in the 
war effort at the Briggs 
plant in Evansville, Ind. 

She also worked at Potter 
and Brumfield in Marion 
for a short time and then 
at Arvin Industries in 
Princeton for several 
years. She left Arvin In-
dustries in 1979 to baby-
sit her second grandchild 
while her daughter 
taught school. Her favor-
ite place to be was out-
side. She loved 
pushmowing her yard, 
planting and tending to 
her vegetable garden, 
planting and tending to 
her flower gardens, 
planting trees and 
shrubs, and she even 
loved pulling weeds. If 
Heaven ever needs to hire 
a gardener, Stone will be 
first in line with her ap-
plication. She was an 
avid reader with west-
erns being her favorite 
genre. In her earlier 
years, she enjoyed doing 
pencil drawings and oil 
painting on canvas. Her 
daughter’s elementary 
teachers at Mattoon Ele-
mentary School loved it 
when she would come to 
school to paint holiday 
scenes on their large bul-
letin boards while their 
students watched in 
amazement at her talent.  

Surviving are two chil-
dren,  Gary (Terry) Nunn 
of Sturgis and Paula 
(Dennis) Porter of 
Crayne; three grandchil-
dren,  Greg (Vanessa) 

Nunn of Morganfield, Lee 
Anna (Nathan) Boone of 
Marion and Dennise 
Beck of Crayne; three 
great-grandchildren,  Na-
talie and Anna Boone, 
both of Marion and Blake 
Beck of Crayne; three 
nephews,   Bob Price of 
Roundup, Mont., Wayne 
Price of Buckhannon, W 
Va., and Roger Price of 
Clay; four great-nephews 
and three great-nieces, 
Kevin Price of Clay, Jeff 
Price of Many, La., Mi-
chael Ryman of Brazoria, 
Texas, Mickey Hust of 
Lake Jackson, Texas, 
Deborah Kanekeberg of 
Soldotna, Alaska, Bar-
bara Ervin of Uniontown 
and Sherry Price of An-
chorage, Alaska; and sev-
eral great-great-nieces 
and nephews.  

She was preceded in 
death by an infant son, 
Byron Gregory Nunn; her 
first husband, Byron 
Nunn; her second hus-
band, James V. “Jimbo” 
Stone; her parents, Mil-
ton and Virgie Price; 
three brothers; three 
sisters; two nieces; a 
nephew; a stepson, Mike 
Stone; and a special 
friend, John Asbridge. 

Services were Sunday, 
Jan. 21 at Myers Funeral 
Home with burial in Ma-
pleview Cemetery.  

 

Ward 
Thomas "Tom" Lee 

Ward, 53, of Princeton, 
died Sunday, Jan. 21, 
2024 at Caldwell Medical 
Center. 

Ward covered high 
school sports in western 
Kentucky, taking photo-
graphs, compiling game 
summaries and sharing 
player in-
terviews at 
m u l t i p l e 
schools for 
the online 
site West 
Kentucky 
Sports Net-
work. He 
also was employed by 
WMJL in Marion. 

Arrangements are in-
complete at Morgan’s Fu-
neral Home in Princeton. 

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made toward 
funeral expenses at 
www.morgansfuneral-
home.com. 
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Is your glass half full, 
or is it half empty? 

Chances are if it was 
half full yesterday or the 
day before, that’s your 
normal modus operandi, 
your method of opera-
tion, or MO for 
short. Same goes 
for those whose 
glasses are pre-
dominantly half 
empty. 

There gen-
erally are just 
two types of per-
sonalities.  

On one end of 
the spectrum, 
there are those 
whose glasses 
are awlays half 
full of sweet tea 
or freshly 
squeezed orange 
juice. We all 
know those on the other 
hand whose glasses con-
tain soured milk or ice-
melted, watered down 
soda. 

Which would you 
choose to share a drink 
with? 

It’s easy to see the 
glass half empty. Life is 
full of challenges and dis-

appointments. There is 
plenty to get down about 
– an expensive car repair 
bill, mood-altering grey 
January or a difficult re-
lationship. 

Choosing to look at the 
glass half full re-
quires training. 
You know what 
they say, it takes 
34 muscles to 
frown and only 
13 to smile. 
Same goes for ra-
diating positivity. 
It can be con-
tagious. 

All these 
thoughts have 
been swirling re-
cently after a 
two-part sermon 
on depression 
based on three 
guidelines: Re-

member your past. Re-
joice in the present. 
Believe in tomorrow.  

Obviously the root of 
Bro. Tim Burdon’s mes-
sage was of the Biblical 
context, referring to 
David and a couple of 
Psalms that deal with de-
pression. 

Obviously, remember-

ing our past conjures a 
mixture of happiness and 
sadness; however, what 
we choose to dwell on af-
fects our present and our 
eagerness in tomorrow. 

Easy example is that of 
an athlete. Had a few in 
my house, and certainly 
they’re easier to live with 
– and their glass is more 
likely to be full of some-
thing palatable – if 
they’re batting .500 or 
improving their three-
point shooting percent-
age.  

Decided long ago that 
it’s our responsibility to 
build those people up, 
because they’re already 
tearing themselves down. 
Same with our friends 
during difficult days, or 
our parents in trying 
times, our co-workers 
during stressful situ-
ations and our kids when 
they’re in a hitting 
slump. 

It’s not always easy to 
keep our glass full of 
sweet tea, but it sure 
makes things brighter 
and anxious for tomor-
row. 

Full glass hard to 
maintain but tastier
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SUBMITTED 
Learning about text 

features may not always 
keep second graders in 
stitches, but it may in-
spire them to give them 
someday.   

Second grade teacher 
Shayann Board trans-
formed her classroom 
into an operating room to 
help her students better 
understand the types of 
text features and the role 
they play in reading. She 
wanted to find a creative 
way to review the con-
cept, since some of the 
class had difficulty with 
the lesson earlier in the 
year. After some careful 
research and modifica-
tions, “text structure sur-
gery” was prepped for 
their operation. 

Clad in surgical 
scrubs, masks and 
gloves, students worked 
in teams to care for their 
“patient” who had in-
juries (text features) nu-
merically marked from 
head to toe. The treat-
ment plan consisted of 
identifying text features 
in a medical file full of 
samples and bandaging 
them to the correspon-
ding site on the patient. 
The students later 
charted their patients 
during medical rounds…
otherwise known as 
reading group time. 

Board said by coming 
up with an entertaining 
theme for the lesson, she 
hoped to make it engag-
ing and maybe even in-
spire future healthcare 
professionals.  

Student Chiles Trail 

liked getting to work with 
her team and donning 
oversized surgical 
scrubs. 

 “The gown and gloves 
were my favorite part,” 
she giggled.  

Classmate Maddie 
Muff may have found 
more than a timeline or 
table of contents, thanks 
to the lesson. The second 
grader believes she’s dis-
covered a passion for her 
future career.  

“This makes me want 
to be a doctor, because I 

want to help fix real 
people’s injuries,” she 
proudly proclaimed.  

Board says making 
school an exciting and 
happy place is a proven 
prescription for success.  

“School should be fun,” 
she said, “and every child 
should want to dream 
big! I loved hearing them 
say they may want to be-
come doctors or nurses 
or whatever they choose 
to become. That’s really 
what it’s all about!”

OR prepped for text task

Second-grade teacher Shayann Board explains operating room procedures to her 
class prior to a reading assignment. 
 

Donning surgical gear, Beckett Hunt begins bandaging 
his patient during an engaging medically-themed 
reading lesson.

JUDGE 
Continued from page 1 

school, Swanson gradu-
ated summa cum laude 
from Murray State Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science 
with an additional sec-
ondary social studies 
teaching certification. 
She worked as a substi-
tute teacher in several 
school districts including 
Livingston and Marshall 
counties, before going to 
law school. She also 
worked for a time as a re-
porter for the Livingston 
Ledger newspaper. 

Swanson, who says 
she still has some arti-
facts from the family’s 
fluorspar days, is proud 
of her community and 
plans to begin in earnest 
to help make it better. 

Among key issues fac-
ing Livingston County, 
Swanson says she will 
focus some of her early 
attention toward water 
and sewer, improving 
broadband accessibility 
across the county and 
plans to begin reviewing 
the condition of roads 
and other infrastructure. 

“The sewer in Ledbetter 
is a real issue. The rates 
are so high it’s causing a 
burden on people, par-
ticularly the way the 
economy is right now,” 
she said. “I want to make 
sure people have safe, 
clean drinking water and 
sewer at an affordable 
price.” 

Gov. Beshear, who was 
just elected to a second 
term, has also made 
water and sewer projects 
a priority for his next 
four years. 

As an attorney, Swan-
son said her law firm has 
represented county and 
city governments across 
Kentucky and as a re-
porter for the county 
newspaper she covered 
government and civic af-

fairs. Those experiences 
she believes will be in-
valuable while she serves 
as county judge-ex-
ecutive. Her legal prac-
tice also included 
criminal defense, per-
sonal injury and civil 
cases.  

Swanson believes that 
to be an effective com-
munity leader she will 
need to be out in the 
community, meeting with 
people and being tuned 
in to policymaking in 
Frankfort. 

“I know that this is an 
elected position and I 
have not been elected, 
and I understand there 
are some qualms with 
that, but I am going to 
show you that I believe 
the governor made the 
right choice. I am going 
to work hard for you,” 
she told a larger group 
that had assembled for 
her swearing in cere-
mony this week at the 
Livingston County Jus-
tice Center. 

Executive committees 
from both Democratic 
and Republican parties 
in Livingston County 
made nominations to 
Gov. Beshear during the 
appointment process, 
which is spelled out in 
Kentucky statutes. 
Swanson will serve at 
least until November 
when a special election 
will be held. 

Governing as a Demo-
cratic appointee in a 
county that now votes 
strongly Republican will 
have its own set of chal-
lenges. Swanson says 
she’s up to the task even 
though some are already 
questioning the appoint-
ment process.  

All four sitting magis-
trates are Republicans 
and Swanson presided 
over the county’s fiscal 
court meeting for the first 
time Tuesday evening. 

“I will let my resume 
speak for itself,” she said 

with regard to qualifica-
tions. Beyond that, she 
said, “Her actions will 
speak” about how she 
plans to govern.  

Livingston County not 
too long ago was a bas-
tion for Democrats, but 
the tide began to swing 
less than 10 years ago 
when GOP voter registra-
tion caught up with the 
former reigning party. 
Now, about half of the 
county’s 7,400 registered 
voters are Republican. 
That is an incredibly high 
number of voters for a 
county with a population 
of just under 9,000. 

Livingston’s electorate 
has gone largely Repub-
lican in the past three or 
four general elections. In 
the 2023 election, 1,305 
straight-party GOP votes 
were cast. Democrats at-
tracted 490 straight-
ticket voters. 

Swanson replaces a 
Republican, Gruber, who 
resigned Jan. 2. His de-
parture came as a sur-
prise to most. Gruber 
had just completed the 
first year of his second 
term as county judge 
after defeating challenger 
Michael Williams, a 
former law enforcement 
officer, by the narrow 
margin of 710-698 in 
2022 GOP primary. He 
was unopposed in the 
general election that fall. 

Gruber had become 
the county’s first Repub-
lican judge in history 
when he won the 2018 
General Election, beating 
Democrat Jeff Arm-
strong. Armstrong had 
unseated longtime 
county judge Chris 
Lasher in the primary 
that year. 

A county judge-ex-
ecutive does not have ju-
dicial powers. Instead, 
the county judge is the 
chief executive of county 
government.  



Cutter & Cash release old 
‘Mamas... Cowobys” song 

Cutter & Cash and The Kentucky 
Grass has released a new streaming 
single, a bluegrass remake of “Mamas 
Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be 
Cowboys.” 

The local band has emerged as a vi-
brant and captivating young bluegrass 
ensemble deeply rooted in its west 
Kentucky origins with Grand Ole Opry 
legend Jeannie Seely, a CMA and 
GRAMMY® award-winning artist and 
on-air host on Sirius XM Willie’s Road-
house as producer on their new music 
project that will be a five-song Ex-
tended Play release. 

The first single off the project, 
“Mamas Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up 
to Be Cowboys” is a cover of the 
mega-hit with a bluegrass twist and 
has showcased the talent of the young 
aspiring artists. With a sound that pays 
homage to the rich heritage of blue-
grass while injecting fresh and dy-
namic energy, Cutter & Cash and The 
Kentucky Grass are poised to capture 
the hearts of listeners with their new 
music. 

The song is available at all online 
streaming services.  

“The idea for a bluegrass cut of 
‘Mamas Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up 
to Be Cowboys’ came from Jeannie 
Seely,” said Cutter Singleton, 
spokesperson for the group. “We 
laughed amongst ourselves about 
recording it, but after we sat down and 
hit those first few notes, everything 
clicked. As the country song soon be-
came bluegrass, and our own little 
twist fell together, we couldn’t help 
but love it. What a fun song to record 
and play in our live shows; it has be-
come a crowd favorite and hopefully to 
be a favorite of yours.” 

“From the moment I met this young 
group, I knew there was something 
special about them, and that was be-
fore I heard their music! Their talent 
alone may take them to the top, but 
with their personalities, dedication, 
work, and dress ethic, there’s no 
question they will make it,” said Seely. 

The release was produced by Seely 
with mastering by John Nicholson at 
Hilltop Recording Studio in Nashville. 
Vocals on the songs are performed by 
Cutter Singleton and Cash Singleton, 
and studio musicians on the project 
included Cutter Singleton and Lily 
Goebel (rhythm guitar), Noah Goebel 
(fiddle), Brennan Cruce (bass), Cash 
Singleton (mandolin) and Cutter Sin-
gleton (banjo). 

The group released a previous single 
in October, “Call of Kentucky.”  

Singleton said the time frame for 
further releases is uncertain at this 
time.  
American Pickers coming 
to Kentucky during March 

The History Channel's hit show 
American Pickers is coming through 
Kentucky in March and its producers 

are looking for hidden treasures. 
The cable television documentary 

series explores the world of antique 
“picking” and follows some of the most 
skilled pickers in the industry as they 
hunt for America's most valuable an-
tiques. Pickers do not pick stores, flea 
markets, malls, auction businesses, 
museums or anything open to the 
public, according to an article in the 
Courier-Journal. Instead, the team is 
looking for authentic, rare treasures. 

Cineflex is the production company 
that films the program. It has an-
nounced that Mike Wolfe, Danielle 
Colby, and their team will be part of 
the filming in Kentucky. 

American Pickers previously visited 
Kentucky in 2018. 

If interested, send your name, phone 
number, location and description of 
the collection with photos to ameri-
canpickers@cineflix.com or call 646-
493-2184. Follow the team on 
Facebook @GOTAPICK. 

 

Students on UK Dean’s List 
A handful of area students are 

among undergraduates who have 
qualified for the Fall 2023 Dean's List 
at the University of Kentucky.  

From Marion are Natalie Boone, 
Shelby Brown and Cortne Curnel. From 
Livingston County are Sidney Hubbard, 
Brenden Mitchell, Isabel Sanchez, Lily 
Berry and Payton Dudley. From Fredo-
nia are Whitney Peck and MacKenzie 
Seibert. From Grand Rivers is Sidney 
Hubbard. 

 

Students on Campbellsville list 
Some area students are among those 

recently named to the dean's list for 
the Fall 2023 semester at Camp-
bellsville University. 

The local students are Laurel Brown, 
of Marion; Kelsie Adams and Olivia 
Noffsinger of Princeton; Mary Lynch of 
Sturgis and Emily Hibbs and Taylor 
Windell, of Morganfield. 

 

Caldwell teen dies in UTV crash 
A Caldwell County teen died from 

injuries suffered in a utility vehicle ac-
cident on Friday. 

At approximately 8:58 p.m., Cald-
well County Sheriff's Department re-
quested Kentucky State Police (KSP) 
Post 2 to investigate the accident on 
Cannon Road northwest of Princeton. 
A preliminary investigation revealed 
that the 17-year-old Brooke Phelps 
was operating a UTV southbound on 
the county road. For unknown reasons, 
the UTV dropped off the right shoulder 
of the roadway. As the vehicle reen-
tered the roadway, the operator lost 

control, causing it to overturn. 
The juvenile was pronounced de-

ceased while en route to the Caldwell 
County Hospital, according to the KSP 
report. 

Phelps is the daughter of Cara and 
Curt Phelps, a local businessman 
whose family once operated Druther’s 
restaurants in Marion and Princeton. 

 

KDFWR discovers avian flu  
Kentucky Division of Fish and 

Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) announced 
late last week that Highly Pathogenic 
Avian Influenza (HPAI) has been con-
firmed in snow geese discovered in 
Henderson County. 

Samples, which came from two snow 
geese at Sloughs Wildlife Management 
Area, 10 miles west of the city of Hen-
derson, were taken to the Southeast-
ern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study 
Virology Laboratory, where they con-
firmed HPAI in the geese, which were 
found dead on Dec. 18, 2023. 

“HPAI is highly infectious and often 
deadly in wild and domestic birds,” 
said KDFWR veterinarian Dr. Christine 
Casey.  “Practicing good biosecurity 
and limiting contact between wild 
birds and domestic flocks is crucial to 
preventing the spread of the disease.” 

Infected birds spread the virus 
through their saliva, mucus and feces.  
Symptoms of HPAI in infected birds in-
clude incoordination, droopy wings, 
lethargy, unwillingness to fly, swim-
ming in circles and head tremors. 

Waterfowl hunters or people hiking 
through waterfowl habitat (wetlands, 
ponds, lakes and streams) are encour-
aged to take precautions by wearing 
gloves, changing shoes and disinfect-
ing exposed tools or materials before 
coming into contact with poultry flocks 
or other domestic birds at home. 

According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
the risk to human health posed by 
HPAI continues to be low. Meat or eggs 
harvested from wild or domestic birds 
do not present a food safety risk when 
handled or cooked properly. 

With waterfowl season still open, 
KDFWR encourages hunters to take 
precautions when handling wild game. 
The department recommends the fol-
lowing: 

•Do not harvest, handle or consume 
birds that are found dead or obviously 
sick.  

•When handling birds, wear dispos-

able gloves, then wash hands with 
soap and warm water for at least 20 
seconds after removing gloves or 
touching the birds. 

•Thoroughly clean any utensils, 
equipment and surfaces that touch 
birds. 

•Do not eat, drink or smoke when 
handling or cleaning game birds. 

•All game should be thoroughly 
cooked to an internal temperature of 
165 F to kill viruses, bacteria and par-
asites.  Properly cooked game is safe 
to eat. 

•Do not feed dogs raw or under-
cooked meat from harvested water-
fowl.  

Safe stolen from Marion Pit BBQ  
Marion Police are actively investigat-

ing a burglary that took place during 
the early morning hours Tuesday on 
South Main Street. An intruder used a 
shovel to break open a door at Marion 
Pit Barbecue where a small safe was 
stolen.  

A witness saw the suspect running 
from the drive-through restaurant 
about 12:40 a.m., with the 66-pound 
safe over his shoulder. A surveillance 
system caught images of the suspect 
entering the business. An undisclosed 
amount of cash was in the safe, along 
with cash register receipts. A reward 
could be available to anyone with in-
formation leading to an arrest. Call 
TipLine at 270-965-3500.    
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50 YEARS AGO 
January 24, 1974 
n Jan Wallace placed a steadying hand on 
her crown after being named basketball 
Homecoming queen at the Rockets’ game 
against Webster County. CCHS won the 
game 61-58, and the crown bearer and 
flower girl were Steve Tabor and Carmen 
Freeman. 
n The Crittenden County Lady Rockets 
made it four in a row and remained unde-
feated after they came from behind to 
steal the win 55-38.  
n Since the birth of education its mission 
has remained the same; the instruments, 
however, have changed. The television 
was one instrument that created a great 
change in instruction methods at Marion 
Junior High. Marie Frazer used ETV as a 
means of supplementing her instruction in 
language arts and allowed her students to 
tune the picture. Other teachers prepared 
to use the TV as a means of presenting a 
unit of instruction in music appreciation. 
 

 25 YEARS AGO 
January 28, 1999 
n Members of the Crittenden County FFA 
Chapter including Jordan Yates, Jessica 
Fetteroff, Randa Poindexter, and Angie 
Smith spoke with Kentucky Commissioner 
of Agriculture Billie Ray Smith and re-
ceived a grant for their local chapter ef-
forts. 
n In a wild and woolly game that saw 68 
fouls and 101 free throws, the Lady Rock-
ets outlasted Dawson Springs 77-67 in 
overtime. Senior Summer Smith, who was 

held in check through the first three quar-
ters, scored 30 of her career-high 37 
points in the last quarter of regulation and 
overtime. 
n Two-year old Lauren Watson took time 
out from cheering during little league bas-
ketball action to enjoy a candy bar with her 
friend Jessica Hodge. 
 

 10 YEARS AGO 
January 23, 2014 
n Crittenden Countian Leslea Barnes’ 
photography earned her publication in a 
non-fiction book about the French and In-
dian War. One of the photos captured a vi-
cious attack on her husband Adam during 
a French and Indian War reenactment. 
This and others by Barnes were used in 
the book “Fort William Henry 1755-57: A 
Battle, Two Sledges and Bloody Mas-
sacre.” 
n Life in Christ Church held its second an-
nual Rocket Basketball Fellowship. Crit-
tenden County senior center Maggie 
Collins warmed up the crowd with her per-
sonal testimony and discussion of how to 
achieve dreams through God’s grace and 
energy. 
n Rocket basketball player Aaron Owen 
was honored after scoring his 1,000th ca-
reer point during a game against Marshall 
County. Owen, a senior, accepted the 
game ball signed by his teammates when 
the game was stopped for a brief celebra-
tion.  
 

 
Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

WORK 
Continued from page 1 

help avail itself to remote 
workers. 

Rob Horak lives a cou-
ple of blocks from Main 
Street in downtown Mar-
ion and works for air-
craft giant Boeing. 
Megan Walker lives on 
the edge of the city and 
works for an Evansville 
firm, United Leasing and 
Finance, that conducts 
business across the 
country. Boone is chief 
commercial officer with 
Charah, a Louisville-
based multi-million-dol-
lar provider of 
environmental services 
and byproduct recycling 
to the power generation 
industry. 

Walker is in her early 
30s and has an associ-
ate’s degree. Boone is 45 
and has been with his 
company for 27 years. 
Horak is 59 and plans to 
retire in a few weeks. All 
three have some type of 
family tie to the area, but 
only Boone grew up 
here. 

Walker feels safer in 
Marion than she did 
even in nearby Evans-
ville. There were gas sta-
tions she knew not to 
stop by after dark in her 
hometown, but in Mar-
ion there’s less crime 
and fewer fears. She has 
met friends at the gym 
and through church over 
more than two years 
working from her home 
on the south side of 
town, which she and her 
riverboat pilot husband 
acquired. 

“Since moving here I 
think things are more 
calm. This is a relaxed 
environment. In Evans-
ville, every time I went 
somewhere I would 
make sure I locked my 
car doors. I don’t feel like 
I have to do that here. It 
just feels safer,” Walker 
said. 

These remote workers 
are attracted to the 
lifestyle and/or afford-
ability of living in Mar-
ion. While added 
conveniences, such as 
additional grocery and 
shopping options would 
be nice, they said, gener-
ally they believe the 
quaintness of the com-
munity is its greatest 

asset.  
All three say that avail-

ability of broadband was 
and remains a concern. 
Horack’s experience with 
Mediacom has been 
good. He says it is faster 
than the service he had 
in St. Louis before mov-
ing here. Walker uses 
the same provider, but 
finds that she frequently 
has to reboot the router 
to sustain bandwidth. 
She goes to a backup 
hot-spot on her phone 
when troubles persist. 
Boone uses AT&T and 
typically gets quick con-
nections when the family 
is gone during the day. 
At night, it can be differ-
ent with movies stream-
ing on television.  

“I am looking forward 
to when Kenergy makes 
its broadband available 
here,” Boone said. 

Walker uses software 
that transfers incoming 
phone calls from her 
computer to her cell 
phone. She uses a vari-
ety of apps that help 
make her work easier, 
but good service is criti-
cal to pushing those 
types of files across the 
internet.  

“If I didn’t have good 
internet, it is not even on 
the table,” Boone said 
about working from 
home. About half of his 
company’s 160 salaried 
employees and execu-
tives work from home. 
He does it about half of 
the time and finds that 
he is more productive in 
Marion, but knows the 
relationship building 
and mentoring of other 
employees works best 
when he’s in Louisville. 

Boone believes there is 
a trend toward a hybrid 
type of remote working 
where employees must 
be close enough to be in 
the office at least part 
time, largely because of 
those intrinsic and or-
ganic benefits that result 
from interpersonal com-
munication.  

Horack says that cer-
tain jobs are obviously 
more suitable to remote 
opportunities. Much of 
Boeing’s manufacturing 
is outsourced. His job is 
associated with material 
cost analyst, finance, 
supplier performance 
and measuring cost 

against budgets.  
“I don’t have to be 

present sitting next an 
engineer like a labor an-
alyst or someone who is 
in management,” he 
said. 

When he and his wife 
Rhonda – who grew up 
in Marion – began look-
ing for a place to retire 
there were many op-
tions.  

“I kept gravitating to-
ward tech centers and 
educational hubs,” he 
said, but eventually 
chose the bucolic 
lifestyle of Marion. 

The Horacks have ren-
ovated an older home, 
which is precisely the 
type of gentrification 
that local leaders could 
only hope to attract if 
they can get their mar-
keting campaign off the 
launch pad. 

Remote workers typi-
cally find that having a 
work space in their 
home works best. 
Walker punches an elec-
tronic time card each 
day when she sits down 
at her computer in a 
spare bedroom. She 
works 8 to 5 four days a 
week. Boone starts early, 
before daylight and 
shuts the door to his 
home office to help cre-
ate a mindset that he’s 
sitting in Louisville. He 
urges family to respect 
parameters of his work-
day. Horack’s computer 
screens have a pictur-
esque backdrop of win-
dows overlooking 
Marion.  

All agree that self dis-
cipline is essential to 
being able to work from 
home without losing 
focus. Distractions must 
be avoided.  

For Marion, there 
would be no economic 
windfall from luring a 
handful of professionals 
to town. However, their 
cultural impact could be 
great. Local leaders be-
lieve that remote work-
ers relocating to Marion 
would grow the tax base 
through construction of 
new homes or renova-
tions. Their varied re-
sources would almost 
certainly impact civic ac-
tivities in the community 
and improve the overall 
quality of life for every-
one.

Surveillance video of the suspect at Mar-
ion Pit Barbecue.
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Why can’t we all just 
get along...or at least try? 
How hard should we push 
back against 
those who 
would trample 
our ability to 
pursue our faith 
(or no faith) and 
be compensated 
enough for our 
work to be able 
to have food, 
shelter, and a 
little extra for 
emergencies or 
a trip now and 
again? The an-
swers to the 
昀rst question 
are as diverse as 
the solutions for 
reaching that 
goal that has 
eluded mankind 
since Cain took a rock to 
Abel’s head.

What I am certain about 
is that we will never make 
progress if the ideal is not 
kept in front of us all the 
time. It is impossible to 
move toward something if 
we aren’t even looking at 
it – even if it appears to be 
impossibly elusive. Shar-
ing human rights with 
others would seem to be 

straightforward. However, 
we tend to treat human 
rights like a limited com-

modity, mean-
ing that if I 
give rights to 
you some of 
my rights may 
diminish. It 
is as though 
making some-
one else equal 
to me reduces 
my freedom. It 
may reduce my 
power, or my 
in昀uence, or 
my advantages, 
but it should 
not reduce my 
freedom. Un-
less of course 
part of my free-
dom impinged 
on the rights of 

another.
For the past few elec-

tion cycles, I have read 
excerpts from the “Feder-
alist Papers.” I think the 
fact that we have people 
voting who have not even 
heard of them is a failure 
of the social studies part 
of our education system. 
There are intelligent peo-
ple who vote who believe 
that we live in a democ-

racy. We don’t – we live in 
a Federal Republic with 
democratically elected 
representatives. The noise 
that we occasionally hear 
concerning the elector-
al college and how that 
makes votes in smaller 
states carry more weight is 
based on either ignorance 
or a desire to trounce on 
the rights of the smaller 
population states.

Equal freedom for all is 
famously elusive. I may 
believe that my way of liv-
ing life is not only the best 
way but the only truly ac-
ceptable way. It is not even 
a problem to try to con-
vince others of my belief. 
It is, however, a problem 
when I decide that I must 
昀gure out a way to make 
you live the way I believe 
it best for you. This is why 
we 昀ght for control of the 
supreme court (which is 
supposed to be non-par-
tisan). This is why we are 
afraid to join, vote for, or 
start new political parties – 
never mind the nearly im-
penetrable power wielded 
by those who bene昀t from 
a two-party system. Many 
of whom don’t care which 
one wins.

In religion there are 
sects that decide that their 
group is the only true way 
to God. If one is not part of 
that group, then the gates 
to heaven are barred as 
far as they are concerned. 
Denominations are less of 
a problem, but still a sad 
commentary on our faith. 
We see hints of this devel-
oping in the New Testa-
ment. In First Corinthians, 
Paul addresses the prob-
lem of sects and factions 
(divisions) in the church. 
They have always been 
with us, and the reforma-
tion unleashed an unholy 
reliance on our human 
brilliance and tendency 
to think that doctrine and 
process is more important 
than what God says. (Yes, 
I am part of that mess as 
well.)

When it comes to run-
ning a nation, however, 
factions can be a problem. 
Especially if that faction 
decides that violence is the 
proper response. James 
Madison, John Jay, and 
Alexander Hamilton com-
bined to write 85 essays 
called “The Federalist 
Papers.” They are worth 
reading, probably should 

be required reading in 
high school. James Mad-
ison says this in Num-
ber 10, “Complaints are 
everywhere heard from 
our most considerate and 
virtuous citizens, equally 
the friends of public and 
private faith, and of pub-
lic and personal liberty, 
that the public good is 
disregarded in the con-
昀icts of rival parties, and 
that measures are often 
decided, not according to 
the rules of justice and the 
rights of the minor party, 
but by the superior force 
of an interested and over-
bearing majority.” 

Later he writes, “By a 
faction, I understand a 
number of citizens, wheth-
er amounting to a majority 
or minority of the whole, 
who are united and ac-
tuated by some common 

impulse of passion, or of 
interest, adverse to the 
rights of other citizens or 
to the permanent and ag-
gregate interests of the 
community.”

In Luke 10, we read the 
story of the good Samari-
tan. Jesus told the story 
prompted by a question, 
“Who is my neighbor?” 
The answer comes back 
– everyone is your neigh-
bor. Even those whom you 
despise. The remedy for 
sects and factions is in the 
simple teaching of treat-
ing every human being as 
your neighbor.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Sects, cactions, and who is my neighbor

Make a specific plan to get back on track spiritually

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.
n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.

Community Events & News

Question:  I trusted in Je-
sus as a teenager. When I 
attended my church’s youth 
group, I was close to God. 
As an adult, I’ve left my faith 
behind and stopped grow-
ing spiritually. What speci昀c 
steps can I take to get back 
close to Christ and to grow-
ing again spiritually?

Answer: If we want to be 
healthy physically, we have 
to make good choices, in-
cluding spending our money 
and our time on wholesome 
things and endeavors. Spir-
itually, it’s much the same. 
We often want fast-food spir-

itually. We desire quick-and-
easy, but spiritual growth 
can’t be rushed. The path 
to spiritual maturity is a dai-
ly journey that is 昀lled with 
blessings and it results in a 
meaningful and productive 
life.

The Apostle Paul continu-
ally strived to grow spiritually. 

He exclaimed, “One thing I 
do:  Forgetting what is be-
hind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on to-
ward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil 13, 14). 

Here are some sugges-
tions to help you get back 

on track spiritually:  1. Re-
connect with believers in 
a church where Christ is 
preached and one where 
you can worship, fellowship 
and serve with other Chris-
tians.  2. Read your Bible ev-
ery day to know Christ better. 
3. Talk to God in prayer every 
day. 4. Pursue an intention-
al relationship with a mature 
believer who inspires you to 
grow in your walk with Christ. 
5. Tell others about Christ. 6. 
Demonstrate your faith by 
loving and helping others.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

Does your group have something planned?
Let us know. We post notes here at no charge.

Email to thepress@the-press.com or call (270) 965-3191



Town commerce centered around court

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

In the early days when 
towns and communities 
were being settled, their 
昀rst town was not built 
with the expectation of 
any great number of per-
manent residents, but 
only as a center or gath-
ering place for people liv-
ing in the area for miles 
around. Public buildings 
were built in these towns 
to house all agencies of 
the government of the 
surrounding territory.

 Markets of all types 
would quickly spring 
up around these public 
buildings to take advan-
tage of the community 
gathering place. So it was 
with the town of Mari-
on during her 昀rst year 
and a half. The town had 
been established only for 
the purpose of 
a county seat or 
as a centralized 
location for the 
erection of pub-
lic buildings to 
house the gov-
ernment and 
pubic records of 
the new Critten-
den County.

Its rapid 
growth into a 
mercantile and 
residential com-
munity was nei-
ther planned nor 
visualized by 
most of the ear-
ly town fathers, 
many of whom 
were also the 
early county of昀cials.

–––
Marion’s 昀rst resi-

dence
The 昀rst county of昀-

cials did not reside in or 
near Marion, but would 
commute to and from 
their homes on horse-
back when court was in 
session. 

Harvey W. Bigham, 
our 昀rst County Court 
Clerk, must have soon 
found the rapidly in-
creasing records of the 
county becoming too 
bulky for daily carrying 
in his saddlebags. He 
soon determined to build 
a permanent residence 
in Marion on land which 
he had purchased from 
Dr. John S. Gilliam, so 
it would be less dif昀cult 
to get himself and the re-
cords to the courthouse. 

At this time there 
were only a few log and 
frame cabins scattered 
throughout what is now 
downtown Marion and 
along the Fords Ferry 
road (now North Main 
Street) and the Center-
ville road (now Moore 
Street) which were with-
in one-half mile of the 
public square.   

Bigham’s two-sto-
ry brick mansion was 
built in 1846 and was no 
doubt the 昀rst residence 
built for a permanent 
home. The residence 
was later owned and oc-
cupied by Robert W. Wil-
son and was known as 
the Wilsonia. Later owed 
by S. M. Jenkins family, 
next Mr. J. N. Boston, 
and in 1926 it was razed 
to build the two homes 
that are there today. At 
the time they were built 
for Mr. J. N. Boston (now 
owed by the Dickey fam-
ily) and the home of his 
son, Mr. T. N. Cochran, 
which today faces East 
Depot Street.

–––
The Old Brick Church
When it became a cer-

tainty in 1842 that Dr. 
John S. Gilliam’s dona-
tion of the site for Mar-
ion would be accepted 
as the new county seat, 
members of the Betha-
ny Presbyterian Church, 
who had been sharing 
their 40-year-old log 
building with the newly 
organized Crooked Creek 
Baptist Church, decided 
to sell the old meeting 
house near Cross Keys 
to the Baptists and build 
a larger brick church in 
a more centralized loca-
tion nearer Marion.

The Presbyterians 
found a tract of un-
claimed land about one-
half mile from the south-
west corner of the town 
of Marion, and started 
procedures to acquire 
a Kentucky Land Grant 
for its northeast corner, 
the low hill (which is now 
the site of the old Mari-
on Cemetery at the cor-
ner of Moore and West 
Gum streets). The con-

gregation built a rect-
angular-shaped meeting 
house of the northern 
side of this hill known as 
the Old Brick Church. It 
was taken down in lat-

er years by 
the construc-
tion of U. S.. 
60’s entrance 
into Marion 
on West Gum 
Street.

–––
Local Gov-
ernment
The justices 

of the county 
courts in Ken-
tucky of the 
1840s had 
the responsi-
bility of total 
governmen-
tal adminis-
tration to all 
parts of the 
counties not 

incorporated, thus Mari-
on in the year and half of 
its formative stage, was 
under the supervision of 
the Crittenden County 
Court.  

The Kentucky Consti-
tution of 1850 provided 
for a county court, made 
up of a county judge 
and two associates to 
conduct the business of 
the county, and it also 
established a court of 
claims in each county, 
composed of the county 
judge and the justices of 
the peace. 

 In 1890 the Court of 
Claim’s was abolished 
and the county govern-
ing body was then titled 
the “昀scal court” with 
the justices of the peace 
being our magistrates 
with the county judge 
presiding over the court.

There were no county 
judges in Marion until 
1850. The county court 
was comprised of the 
magistrates, and the 
oldest magistrate would 
preside and sign the 
court orders. 

–––
County Court Day

County Court Day 
owed its importance 
not only to the fact that 
it was then that some 
of the business of the 
county was attended to 
and that accused law 
breakers were called be-
fore the bar of justice to 
give account of their al-
leged misdemeanors and 
were judged innocent 
or have their sentence 
pronounced upon them. 
It was also a time when 
lawyers, court of昀cials 
and many other people 
from surrounding coun-
ties came into Marion.

County Court Day 
evolved into a month-
ly event during which 
farmers met near the 
courthouse to swap or 
sell horses, mules and 
other livestock. People 
came to town on horse-
back and in their horse-
drawn wagons which 
they parked in vacant 
lots around the court 
square.

This day was also 
greatly enjoyed in a so-
cial way by the people 
of the rural communi-
ties, when great num-
bers of them gathered at 

the county seat and en-
joyed meeting with their 
friends and kinsfolk 
from other communities.  

–––
From the archives of  

The Crittenden Press 
let’s re-visit one of these 
popular county court 
days of our town from 
yesteryear.

Feb. 17, 1910
The day dawned bright 

and clear and with the 
exception of a strong 
wind from the south, the 
day was all anyone could 
wish. From sun up until 
noon the people seemed 
to pour into town from 
every quarter.

Early in the morning 
the people began to come 
into town from every di-
rection, on horseback, 
in buggies two and four 
horse wagons, afoot and 
by train until the town 
was full of men, women 
and children.   

Judge Blackburn con-
vened the county court 
and in a short time dis-
posed of the regular 
business docket, which 

was very light.
Much 昀ne stock was 

exhibited on the street all 
around the court square, 
which made it look like a 
county fair. Early in the 
days, the jockey lot be-
gan to be crowded with 
men with their animals 
for trade or sale. It is re-
ported that there were 
500 men there with one 
or more head of stock. 
There were few sales 
made but many animals 
changed hands.  

Just across from the 
courthouse a traveling 
salesman selling his 
headache medicine was 
alternately entertaining 
a large crowd. He at-
tracted the crowd and 
sold the medicine.

The stores were prac-
tically all crowded with 
purchasers from a pen-
ny’s worth up. The pub-
lic square was full and 
the religious troupe was 
there with banjos, songs 

and taking a collection. 
Most all the business 

houses, music stores, 
hardware, drug stores, 
groceries and dry goods 

and especially the eating 
places report good sales. 
Mr. Cox said it was the 
best day he ever had. 
Guy Givens, the restau-
rant man, was just so 
swamped that he had 
not recovered suf昀cient-
ly to know what to say, 
only he just could not 
take care of his trade. 
 

–––
Thus ends another 

chapter in our county’s 
exciting history.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Marion’s 昀rst permanent structure was built in 1842 by 
Harvey W. Bigham. This vintage post card preserves the 
history of a special time in history.

A local photographer gathered the county magistrates 
and judge (then called the Court of Claims) together for 
a group photo on one of the county court days in 1894.  
They are (seated from left) John A. Myers, David Woods, 
Judge John A. Moore, Theodore Vosier, Robert W. Taylor, 
Charles W. Fox (standing) Thomas A Harpending, John W. 
Blue Sr., L. A. Larue, Wm. B. Rankin, James W. Ainsworth, 
Wm. Morgan, John N. Culley, Wm. E. Todd and George 
Williams.  A very special photograph since this is the only 
picture that has ever been seen of several of these men.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing in 
The Crittenden Press! Call 
(270) 965-3191 to post a 
classi昀ed ad.

wanted
Looking for hay ground/pas-
ture ground. Will pay by the 
bale and/or by the acre. Call 
or text (270) 704-1787. (12-
12-p)

employment
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking employ-
ees. We offer a competitive 
salary, bene昀ts package, 
and advancement opportu-
nities.  MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view quali昀cations, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(tfc-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Con-
crete Construction. (20t-9-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classi昀ed de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
La Cantina LLC is applying 
for a liquor license in Mar-
ion, Kentucky. This is an 
opportunity for public com-
ment. For inquiries or objec-
tions, contact Gracie Bruce 
at graciebruce323@gmail.
com. Published on Jan. 11-
Feb. 1, 2024. (4t-5-c)

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/mo 
For 24 mos, Free Installa-
tion!  165+ Channels Avail-
able.  Call Now For The 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment On TV!  855-695-7008
Switch to DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack included 
for a limited time!  Hurry, call 
for details: 1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and 
more. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435
CELLULAR

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with 昀exible data 
plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more 
information, call 1-833-353-
2982
DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Make a tax-savvy move 
this holiday season and 
year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV, and more 
to champion our veterans. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous year-end tax 
deduction. Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-
2146 today!
CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled – it doesn’t matter! Get 
free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-855-968-1588

FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979
In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material -steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer -up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will in-
crease your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! 
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 833-
442-1714
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 855-980-4857
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator 
Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase* Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.
INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recip-
ients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Bene昀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-888-335-0109
Shop w/ A Viasat Expert 
For High Speed Satellite 
Internet. New Customer 
Deals In Your Area. Nation-
wide Service. New Service 

For 2023. 833-383-1496
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-
4439
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374
MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster. Call 
866-256-1169
MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 

Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, 昀led for SSD and de-
nied, Our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No 
money out of pockets! Call 
1-866-590-6443
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ELLINGTON D
ETAILING

119 West Gum Street • Marion, Kentucky • 270-965-9090

GiFt certiFicate

To:_______________________________________________________

From:_____________________________________________________

Description:________________________________________________ ___________________________

Rommel Ellington, Jr.

roMMel ellinGton, Jr.

WaSh • Wax • uPholStery SteaM cleaninG

119 W. Gum St.
Marion, ky 42064 270.965.9090

Free PickuP & Delivery

Our Gift 
Certificates 
Make A
Great Present!
Pick Yours Up Today!
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YEAR           MALE       FEMALE         TOTAL      % FEMALE      KY RANK 
2023    1,334   1,334     2,668    50.0%    No. 4 
2022    1,297   1,410     2,707    52.1%    No. 5  
2021    1,380   1,367     2,747    49.8%    No. 5 
2020    1,438   1,528     2,996    51.0%    No. 3 

2019    1,572   1,926     3,498    55.1%    No. 3 
2018    1,509   1,793     3,302    54.3%    No. 2 
2017    1,634   1,817     3,451    52.7%    No. 1 
2016    1,552   1,529     3,081    49.6%    No. 3 
2015    1,684   1,675     3,359    49.9%    No. 3 

2014    1,606   1,618     3,224    50.2%    No. 3 
2013    1,543   1,490     3,033    49.1%    No. 3 
2012    1,433   1,577     3,010    52.4%    No. 2 
2011    1,293   1,536     2,829    54.3%    No. 3 
2010    1,302   1,650     2,952    55.9%    No. 2 

2009    1,304   1,245     2,549    48.8%    No. 4 
2008    1,174   1,533     2,707    56.6%    No. 2 
2007    1,249   1,678     2,927    57.3%    No. 2 
2006    1,436   1,649     3,085    53.5%    No. 2 
2005    1,043   1,550     2,593    59.8%    No. 2 

2004    1,276   1,756     3,032    57.9%    No. 2 
2003    1,138   1,448     2,586    56.0%    No. 2 
2002    1,170   1,538     2,708    56.8%    No. 2 
2001    1,015   1,257     2,272    55.3%    No. 2 
2000    1,069   1,528     2,597    58.8%    No. 2

  County’s annual 
deer harvest broken 
down into male and 
female, percentage of 
harvest that was fe-
male and the county’s 
overall harvest rank 
compared to other 
Kentucky counties. 

Looking Back
Local Deer Harvest Falls

  Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan 
Head’s monthly activity report for his de-
partment. 

S 
H 
E 
R 
I 
F 
F

Activity Report
2023 Review

EVAN 
H 
E 
A 
D

                                               Dec.         2023     Monthly 
                                                                Total         Avg 

Collision Investigated       2           63        5.25 

Complaints                      53         655      54.58 

Papers Served                35         346      28.83 

Service Attempts              9           98        8.17 

Total Service Attempts    78         674      56.17 

Transports                        2           38        3.17 

Special Detail                  25         454      37.83 

Training Hours                  1          137      11.42 

Verbal Warning                12         135      11.25 

Criminal Citation               5           64        5.33 

Officer Assist                    7           57        4.75 

Building Checks             104       719      59.92 

Total Manhours            591.25  5837.5   486.46 

Bailiff Court Hours        58.75   569.75    47.48 

Cases Opened                 1          115       9.58 

DUIs                                 0            5         0.42 

Felony Arrests                  0           44        3.67 

Misdemeanor Arrests       3           83        6.92 

Motorist Assists                6           73        6.08 

Traffic Citations               12          77        6.42 

General Policing              42         838      69.83 

Followup Investigations   23         113       9.42 

Call for Service                47         285      23.75

Kentucky General As-
sembly reconvened in 
Frankfort last week after 
observing Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, marking 
the beginning of the 
third week of the 2024 
Regular Session. 

A notable development 
this week was the unveil-
ing of the biennial 
budget proposal by the 
state House of Represen-
tatives. The proposed 
bills, House Bill (HB) 6 
and HB 1, are now avail-
able for review at Bills - 
Legislative Research 
Commission. With these 
proposals in hand, the 
Senate will begin its re-
view and formulate rec-
ommendations. This 
proactive approach en-
sures shepherding the 
bills through the legisla-
tive process, from the 
House to the Senate, and 
through the Appropria-
tions and Revenue com-
mittees and 
subcommittees. I will 
keep you updated on the 
pertinent details of the 
budget as it progresses. 

There was an uptick in 
Senate action this week, 
as we passed a number 
of Senate bills (SB) in-
cluding SB 10. This pro-
posed measure aims to 
amend the Constitution 
of Kentucky (Section 95) 
by shifting elections for 
state constitutional offi-
cers to even-numbered 
years. The objective is to 
address voter fatigue, 
boost participation, en-
hance cost-efficiencies 
for local governments, 
and fortify the stability of 
government at various 
levels. 

Despite recent biparti-
san efforts to expand vot-
ing access, the 2023 
general election saw an 
8.7 percent decrease in 
turnout compared to 
four years prior. The 
amendment is antici-

pated to 
save local 
govern-
ments 
about 
$13.5 mil-
lion annu-
ally. If 
backed by 
the major-
ity of Ken-
tucky 
voters, elec-
tions for statewide offices 
would still occur every 
four years, starting after 
the November 2027 elec-
tion. An additional year 
would be added to the 
term of officers elected in 
that year, with the sub-
sequent election set for 
2032. 

SB 17 also advanced 
through the Senate. This 
bill focuses on easing the 
regulatory burdens re-
lated to death certificates 
for county coroners and 
vital statistics. This leg-
islative effort is designed 
not only to alleviate 
workloads but also to set 
in motion realistic time-
lines for forensic studies, 
contributing to a more 
streamlined and effective 
system. 

Other bills receiving 
approval this week in-
clude SB 24, which 
seeks to refine the land-
scape of managed care 
organizations contracted 
by the Department for 
Medicaid Services. Under 
its provisions, the de-
partment is now limited 
to engaging with no more 
than three such entities, 
a strategic move aimed 
at enhancing efficiency 
and optimizing service 
delivery. 

In a bid to bolster Ken-
tucky's bourbon and 
spirits industry and 
boost tourism, SB 62 
successfully passed with 
a reduction in passenger 
capacity for riverboats. 
The new threshold, set at 

40 or more passengers, 
facilitates the legal serv-
ice of alcoholic beverages 
on these vessels, sup-
porting economic growth 
and enhancing the ap-
peal of communities 
along Kentucky’s river-
ways. 

 Lastly, SB 63, having 
garnered approval, pro-
poses a meaningful 
change by renaming the 
current Investments in 
Information Technology 
Improvement and Mod-
ernization Projects Over-
sight Board to the 
shorter Information 
Technology Oversight 
Committee. 

 You can find the sta-
tus of legislation like this 
and others by calling 
866-840-2835 or receive 
legislative meeting infor-
mation at 800-633-9650. 
You can also watch and 
follow legislative activity 
at KET/org/legislature 
and Legislature.ky.gov. 

Thank you for your 
continued interest and 
engagement in the 2024 
Regular Session and it is 
a privilege to represent 
you in Frankfort. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact 
my office if I can assist 
you.  You can email me 
at jason.howell@lrc.ky.gov 
or reach my office toll-
free at 1-800-372-7181. 

 
  Senator Jason Howell, R-

Murray, represents the 1st 
Senate District including Cal-
loway, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Graves, Hickman, Lyon and 
Trigg Counties. He serves as 
Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee chair and a member of 
the Banking and Insurance; 
Economic Development, 
Tourism and Labor, and Li-
censing and Occupations 
committees. Howell will also 
serve as a Capital Projects 
and Bond Oversight Commit-
tee and Legislative Oversight 
and Investigations committee 
member. 

Why change our elections? 

SB 10 would change constitution

Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2023 

99.25 
57.85 
12.78 
13.81 

183.75 
— 
— 

 
 

Montly Average 2023 
$105,704.89 

$85,958.25 
$8,245.58 

$14,880.00 
$666.67 
$296.00 

$208,736.23 
 
 

$14,986.67 
468.33 
$32.00 

15.44

Nov. 2023 Avg 
99 

60.2 
11.3 
14.7 
186 

— 
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November 2023 
$103,864.26 

$88,200 
$6,883.63 

$11,628 
$384 

0 
$210,959.89 

 
 

$14,144.00 
442.00 
$32.00 

14.7

Dec. 2023 Avg 
91.65 
66.71 
27.32 
17.74 

203.42 
206 
186 

 
 

December 2023 
$100,400.94 
$101,322.00 

$11,514.54 
$28,260.00 

$1,984.00 
$0.00 

$243,491.48 
 
 

$17,600.00 
550 
$32 

17.74

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
JANUARY 18, 2024   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $31.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $32.00 

 
DECEMBER 
Disbursements  $289,906.20 
Total Reciepts    $269,574.11 

JAIL 
Continued from page 1 

temporary holding facil-
ity for suspects awaiting 
trial or final adjudication 
of their cases. Felony 
cases can sometimes 
drag on for months, but 
the Rocket Docket con-
cept was developed to 
expedite the process.  

Still, Crittenden 
County’s inmate figures 
have shown a noticeable 
increase in recent years, 
although it does arbi-
trarily go up and down. 

Judge Newcom said 
healthcare costs for 
some of the inmates has 
been extremely burden-
some.   

The jail’s cost to house 
county inmates is up 31 
percent over the past 
two years. During the 
2021 reporting period, 
the county spent 
$137,024 on local in-
mates. That figure rose 
to $158,656 in 2022 and 
to $179,840 in 2023. 
And January’s expenses 
for county inmates was 
$17,600, which is up 
significantly from a 
monthly average of 
$13,183 over a four-year 
period from 2020 
through 2023. 

In the last three 
months, keeping local 
inmates locked up has 
cost Crittenden County 
taxpayers $43,424. 
That’s a fairly significant 
three-month figure, but 
it’s not the highest cost 
for a similar span over 
the last four years. For 
instance, the county 

spent $59,018 from Au-
gust through October in 
2020 and more than 
$58,000 from December 
2022 through February 
2023. 

Local inmate bed 
counts typically ebb and 
flow based on criminal 
activity and how quickly 
cases are moved through 
the legal system. During 
the pandemic, cases 
stalled for months be-
cause the courthouse 
was closed for a time. 
There was some easing 
of that burden back then 
by state officials and jus-
tice cabinet decisions to 
release inmates who 
were deemed a low risk 
to society.  

During Sheriff Evan 
Head’s first full year in 
office, he cited individu-
als with 127 misde-
meanor and felonious 
crimes. City of Marion 
police filed 148 charges 
during the same period. 
Those figures do not in-
clude charges made by 
state police. 

During December, the 
jail held an average of 
17.7 county inmates on 
a given day, which was 
up slightly from previous 
years. The average for 
2023 was around 14, 
based on monthly re-

ports submitted to the 
fiscal court by the jailer. 

“Maybe we need to get 
them through the sys-
tem quicker,” Newcom 
said, pointing out that 
proposed legislation 
could put a cap on how 
long counties have to 
pay for inmates awaiting 
final disposition of their 
cases. Right now, Ken-
tucky Department of 
Corrections doesn’t start 
picking up the tab until 
a person is convicted. At 
that point, many have 
already served enough 
time to be let out of jail 
or qualify for pre-trial di-
version or probation.  

Crittenden County De-
tention Center is a re-
gional jail certified to 
hold Class D felons fac-
ing sentences up to five 
years. The facility also 
houses federal inmates 
from three different 
states and inmates from 
other nearby counties. 
All of those generate in-
come for the jail, but 
county inmates are a fi-
nancial liability only. 

The vast majority of 
the local suspects being 
held are related to drug 
use or drug trafficking, 
the sheriff told magis-
trates. 

n Crittenden County Detention Center generates over 
$2.5 million annually to house state prisoners, federal in-
mates and defendents from other counties. Crittenden 

County’s cost to keep its own inmates has steadily climbed 
over the past couple of years. The question is whether 

that’s a natural fluxation or a concerning trend. n 

County’s deer 
harvest lowest  
in past 14 years 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County deer 
hunters harvested 2,668 deer 
during the hunting season, 
which ended last week. 

Coincidentally, the same 
number of male and female 
deer – 1,334 each – were har-
vested during the combined 
seasons for archery, rifle and 
blackpowder. Across the entire 
state, hunters shot more bucks 
than does. Antlered deer ac-
counted for 56.5 percent of the 
statewide harvest. 

The county’s overall harvest 
was the lowest since 2009. 
However, Crittenden still ranks 
among the top five harvest 
counties in Kentucky, coming 
in at No. 4 during the season 
that just ended. In 2017, Crit-
tenden was the state’s top har-
vest county. 

Crittenden County’s modern 
gun harvest ranked seventh in 
Kentucky. The firearms total of 
1,819 was the lowest for Crit-
tenden County over the past 
five seasons. 

Hunters took fewer does this 
past season. That figure, too, 
was the lowest since 2009. 

Meanwhile, hunters bagged 
more antlered deer in 2023 
than they did in 2022. 

Local taxidermist Robert 
Kirby says the quality of deer 
he took in to mount this fall 
was better than average. 

Kentucky’s statewide harvest 
of 141,061 whitetails was down 
from 144,515 the season and it 
was the second lowest harvest 
over the past six years. 

Harvest figures from every 
county that borders Crittenden 
showed a decline in 2023, ex-
cept Union County, where 
hunters bagged 80 more deer 
this past season than they did 
in 2022. 

School makes 
minor changes 
to new route 
 
STAFF REPORT 

At least one tweak was 
needed after the initial im-
plementation of a new 
drop-off and pick-up traffic 
pattern early this week at 
Crittenden County middle 
and high school. 

School officials say the 
second day, after a minor 
modification, improved 
traffic flow.  

The new traffic pattern 
was necessitated by the 
spring start of a new two-
story addition at the rear of 
Crittenden County Middle 
School, which ultimately 
will allow the district to 
raze a 1949 wing to the 
current building. 

Bus traffic has moved to 
the front of the middle 
school, while all parent 
pick-up and drop-offs fol-
low a route from West Elm 
Street to the oval between 
Rocket Arena and Critten-
den County High School. 
After Monday’s trial run, 
school officials began ask-
ing parent vehicles to fill 
the oval behind the school 
before allowing students to 
exit vehicles en masse be-
fore cars begin exiting cam-
pus and allowing a new set 
of cars into the drop-off 
area.

This is a new detailed map of the new routes for school traffic before and after classes. 
The new traffic flow pattern went into effect this week.

Goose Givens has new book 
Legendary Kentucky Wildcat Goose Givens 

has released a new book about his life. 
Givens, one of the greatest players in the 

history of the NCAA and University of Ken-
tucky men’s basketball, shares his story in 
“They Call Me Goose: My Life in Kentucky 
Basketball and Beyond” published by Uni-
versity Press of Kentucky. In it, Givens 
chronicles his early years, growing up in a 
housing project in Lexington, and his suc-
cess within basketball, his career as a col-
lege and NBA television color analyst, and 
his recent appointment as a commentator 
for the UK Sports Network. 
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Fifth District Standings 

   Here are the Fifth District standings 
for 2023-2024 season. 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Crittenden County           3-1       11-7 
Lyon County                    3-1       12-7 
Livingston Central           3-2        6-6 
Trigg County                    0-4       3-11 
 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    4-0       18-1 
Trigg County                    3-1        7-7 
Livingston Central           1-3       5-11 
Crittenden County           0-4       2-11 
 

Round the 5th District 

RECENT RESULTS 
Girls 

Livingston Central 57, Trigg County 17 
Madisonville 68, Lyon County 64 

Boys 
Trigg County 58, Livingston Central 51  

 
UPCOMING GAMES 

Girls 
Jan 25 Trigg at Hopkinsville 
Jan 26 Livingston at St. Mary 
Jan 26 Trigg at Webster 
Jan 27 Carlisle at Crittenden 
Jan 29 Caldwell at Livingston 
Jan 30 Christian at Crittenden 
Jan 30 Trigg at Stewart County, TN 
Jan 30 Lyon at Mayfield 
 

Boys 
Jan 25 Trigg County at Webster Co. 
Jan 26 Apollo at Trigg County 
Jan 26 Livingston at St. Mary 
Jan 27 Trigg County at Carlisle Co. 
Jan 27 Owensboro at Lyon County 
Jan 30 Henderson Co. at Lyon County 
Jan 30 Ft Campbell at Livingston 
Jan 30 Trigg Co. at Stewart Co., Tenn. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Beaver                          Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Bobcat                          Nov 18 - Feb 29 
Canada goose              Nov 23 - Feb 15 
Youth Waterfowl                          Feb 10 
Youth Turkey                             April 6-7 
Turkey                           April 13 - May 5 
Bullfrog                        May 17 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 18 - June 21 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 

Champion correction  
   An article in last week’s newspaper 
incorrectly reported Travis Champion’s 
spot on the all-time scoring list. Now 
that the all-time list has been updated 
with new information, Champion is 
No. 6 with 1,421 points. The senior 
had knee surgery last week to repair a 
season-ending injury.  

FOOTBALL 
Mercy rule, reclassification 

   It appears that KHSAA will be mak-
ing a minor change to its football and 
soccer mercy rules for coming years. 
While it has yet to receive a final rul-
ing, discussions at a recent board of 
control meeting, according to Lexing-
ton Herald Leader sports writer Jared 
Peck, appear to indicate that the run-
ning clock for football will drop from 36 
to 35 points. Soccer will be an eight-
goal margin for stoppage after the 
half. That’s down from 10 points. The 
KHSAA is also planning to move up 
reclassification earlier than scheduled 
for football. New enrollment figures 
will be used to present a reclassifica-
tion proposal in February. 
 

BASEBALL 
Bobcat heads to Korea 

   Former Marion Bobcats pitcher 
James Naile of Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
was released from the 40-man roster 
by the St. Louis Cardinals last week 
so the right-hander can sign a deal 
with KIA Tigers of the Korea Baseball 
Organization for the 2024 season. 
The Cardinals announced last Thurs-
day that they’d transferred Naile to the 
KIA Tigers in exchange for cash con-
siderations. The Cardinals received a 
transfer fee of $250,000 according to 
the KIA Tigers’ announcement. Naile’s 
departure opened a slot on the Cardi-
nals roster, and the Cardinals filled 
that spot by signing of a major-league 
free agent and former Cardinals All-
Star Matt Carpenter.  
 

Rocket Basketball 1,000 Points Club 
1,822     Tim Hill                         2000-2005  
1,596     Bennett Smith              1968-1972
1,545     Gabe Mott                    2016-2021
1,496     Preston Turley             2016-2021
1,442     Lige Shadowen            1955-1958
1,421     Travis Champion         2019-2024
1,359     Don Brasher                1950-1953
1,279     Preston Morgeson       2018-2023  
1,205     Greg Thurman             1983-1987
1,191     Aaron Owen                2009-2014
1,148     Ronnie Moss               1986-1990
1,110     Bruce Belt                    1951-1955
1,090     Casey Oliver               2007-2011
1,071     Tom Wring                   1953-1956
1,024     Spencer Cozart            1975-1979

Crittenden Lady Rocket 
Volleyball Awards 

   Crittenden County’s Lady Rockets vol-
leyball team held its annual awards cere-
mony and post-sason celebration last 
weekend. Among those honored at the 
event were the following: 
 

Varsity Awards 
Offense Award Carly Porter 
Block Award Katie Perryman  
Assist Award Riley Smith 
Defense Award Jaylee Champion 
Dig Award Riley Kirby 
Leadership Award Katie Perryman 
Outstanding Teammate Award Payton 
Hall 
Most Valuable Player Brooke Winstead 
110% Award Aly Yates 
Character Award Mary Rachel Stephens 
Most Versatile Award Hannah Mott 

Lady Rocket of the Year Riley Smith 
Senior Awards Riley Smith, Katie Perry-
man, Payton Hall, Jaylee Champion 
 

Junior Varsity Awards 
Most Improved Braelynn Pate 
Offense Award Hadley Myers 
Defense Award Aly Yates 
Assist Award Lilah Sherer 
Most Valuable Player Award Lacey 
Boone 
Character Award Maddie Hearell  
 

Freshman Team Awards 
Most Improved Jasmine Lynch 
Offense Award Braelyn Merrill 
Defense Award Emerye Pollard 
Assist Award Maddie Hearell 
Most Versatile Shelbi Belt 
Most Valuable Player Maeson Martin 
Freshan Character Award Layken 
Gilchrist

Pictured are CCHS vollebyall award winners (front from left) Emerye Pollard, Jaylee Cham-
pion, Riley Smith, Aly Yates, Maddie Hearell, Jasmine Lynch, Braelynn Pate, Lilah Sherer, 
(back) Maeson Martin, Peyton Hall, Brooke Winstead, Carly Porter, Katie Perryman, Han-
nah Mott, Shelbi Kate Belt, Hadley Myers, Lacey Boone, Layken Gilchrist and Braelyn 
Merrill.

STAFF REPORT 
Anna Boone dropped 33 points and El-

liot Evans found her three-point aim as 
Crittenden County wiped out Livingston 
Central 72-48 in their Fifth District re-
match Monday at Rocket Arena. 

Livingston defeated the Lady Rockets 
in overtime in their first meeting at 
Smithland in early December. 

Boone, who’s averaging 22 points per 
game, poured in 27 in the first half as 
Crittenden raced out to 20-point lead. 
Evans, whose three-point accuracy had 
been in the single digits percentage wise 
this season, was 4-for-4 from behind the 
arc to help fuel the runaway offensive 
onslaught.  

The victory lifts CCHS into a tie for 
first place in the district with a couple of 
contests left for each team. The win also 
gives the Lady Rockets a boost going into 

this week’s All A Classic at Corbin. 
Livingston bounced back to beat Trigg 

County Tuesday night and is 3-2 in dis-
trict action with one game to play.  
Livingston Cent. 13 20 35 48 
Crittenden Co.  21 43 64 72 
CRITTENDEN - Boone 33, Evans 15, Hodge 12, 
Federico 2, Rushing 7, Munday 3, Holeman, 
Walker, Stuart, Champion FG: 23 3-pointers: 10 
(Evans 4, Hodge 3, Boone 2, Munday) FT: 16-20 
LIVINGSTON - A.Leahy 5, Jennings 2, Joiner 14, 
Downey 8, Holman 2, T.Leahy 3, Ramage 14, 
Palmer, Doyle, Collins FG: 20 3-pointers 2 
(Downey, T.Leahy) FT: 5-8. 
 
Rockets fall to 2-11 on season 

The Rockets, still reeling from injuries, 
were outmanned by Union County in a 
69-38 loss Monday night at Rocket 
Arena. 

CCHS got off to a slow start, scoring 

just two points in the first period.  
The Rockets have agreed with Lyon 

County to forego their district matchup 
next week. Lyon has played too many 
games already this season. The KHSAA 
allows only 36 regular season games and 
with the Lyons headed to this week’s All 
A Boys State Championship, they could 
be on track to eclipses the game limit. 

Therefore, the Crittenden vs. Lyon All 
A game played earlier this month will be 
counted in the district standings.  

Instead of playing Lyon County next 
week, the Rockets will make up their 
snowed-out game against Livingston on 
Friday, Feb. 2. 
 
CRITTENDEN – Porter, Belcher, Walker 11, Hatfield 
5, Sharp 7, Reddick 2, Travis 7, Young, Rhodes, 
LaRue, Poindexter 6. FG 16. 3-pointers 6 (Poindex-
ter 2, Walker, Hatfield, Sharp, Travis). FT 2-6.

Girls blast Cards; boys lose to Union

Lady Rocket Anna Boone (left) scores against Livingston while 
Rocket CamRon Belcher (above) tries to steal the ball from a 
Union County player during Monday’s doubleheader.

Lady Rockets in All A State This Week
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Grand 

Jury this month handed down 
indictments in a variety of 
cases. A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or innocense. It 
merely decides whether 
enough evidence exists to pur-
sue prosecution of a case in 
circuit court.  

Following are cases where in-
dictments were rendered dur-
ing the January session. 

•Jonathan Richard Luis 
Kentfield, 40, of Marion was in-
dicted on felony charges of pro-
curement or promotion of a 
minor under the age of 12 in-
volving sexual or other prohib-
ited activities (electronic 
means) and distribution of ob-
scene material to a minor, first 
offense.  

Kentfield was arrested and 
bonded out ahead of his ar-
raignment in Circuit Court.  

Kentucky State Police inves-
tigated the matter. The police 
citation says that the investi-

gating officer received a com-
plaint about the situation that 
reportedly occurred on Aug. 23 
of last year. As part of the 
probe, Kentfield’s smartphone 
was confiscated and searched. 
On it, police allege that sexu-
ally explicit material was found 
and that material was alleged 
to have been sent to an 11-
year-old girl. Police also found 
evidence of the alleged situa-
tion in the victim’s journal. 

•Mitchell Peek, 36, of Marion 
was indicted on felony charges 
of first-degree wanton endan-
germent; misdemeanor 
charges of second-offense, fail-
ure of non-owner operator to 
maintain required insurance, 
having no operators license, 
operating on a revoked or sus-
pended operators license, sec-
ond-degree fleeing or evading 
police on foot, second-degree 

fleeing or evading police on a 
motor vehicle; and traffic viola-
tions for reckless driving, hav-
ing no or expired registration 
plates and disregarding a stop 
sign. 

Court records allege that on 
Dec. 1, Sheriff Evan Head at-
tempted to stop a black Honda 
motorcycle on US 60 West. The 
citation says the sheriff acti-
vated all emergency equipment 
on his cruiser, but the motor-
cycle sped away and turned 
onto KY 1668 (Crittenden 
Springs Road). The bike al-
legedly ran a stop sign at the 
intersection of KY 135 and pro-
ceeded westward. In Tolu, the 
report says the bike almost hit 
a vehicle as it went through a 
four-way stop and proceeded 
toward Carrsville in Livingston 
County. There, the suspect lost 
control of the bike and fled on 
foot. The sheriff’s report said 
the suspect was identified 
when he took off his helmet 
and fled in Carrsville. Peek was 

arrested days later and is being 
held on a $5,000 cash bond. 

•Terri Lynn Powell, 33, of 
Morganfield was indicted on a 
Class D felony charge of first-
degree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine); and mis-
demeanor charges of posses-
sion of marijuana, possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
third-degree possession of an 
unspecified drug (tramadol). 

A criminal citation in the 
case says Sheriff Head con-
ducted a traffic stop on the 
evening of Nov. 18 along US 60 
East, in which Powell was a 
passenger in car. A smell of 
marijuana led to further inves-
tigation. The sheriff’s report al-
leges that a pipe with meth 
residue, marijuana and pills 
were located either on the sus-
pect’s person or in her purse. 

•Deitra K. Moore, 30, of Mar-
ion was indicted on a Class D 
felony charge of theft of iden-
tity of another without con-

sent. Court records allege that 
on Dec. 5, Moore gave a false 
name and date of birth to 
Sheriff’s Deputy Boyd Bates, 
who was investigating an unre-
lated incident at a home on KY 
70. Head’s citation alleges that 
Moore gave him the name and 
DOB of a relative in an attempt 
to avoid being arrested on an 
outstanding warrant.  

•In a direct submittal to the 
grand jury, William L. Walker, 
55, of Eddyville was indicted 
on felony charges. 

Walker was indicted on four 
felony charges for tampering 
with a witness. He is being 
held without bond until ar-
raignment.  

Court records alleged that in 
August 2023 and thereafter, 
Walker “practiced fraud and 
deceit by sending correspon-
dence” to a victim “containing 
false statements and threats of 
reprisal regarding (the victim’s) 
testimony…” 

GRAND JURY
Five are indicted in felony cases

STAFF REPORT 
A couple of Crittenden 

County bridges, I-24 in 
Livingston County and 
the start to US 641’s re-
location in Lyon County 
are among 1,300 projects 
in Gov. Andy Beshear 
2024 Recommended 
Highway Plan, which was 
unveiled last week. 

The governor’s highway 
plan is a practical action 
guide to prioritize road 
and bridge maintenance 
projects, as well as new 
construction in the bien-
nium and following four 
years. Bridges are pri-
mary focus of the six-
year plan. 

In Crittenden, the plan 
calls for two bridge proj-
ects. Both are 2024 proj-
ects and will need to be 
included in the state’s 
two-year budget this ses-
sion in order to bring 
those to fruition.  

Beshear’s plan calls for 
$1.98 million to be spent 
on design and construc-
tion of a bridge over 

Crooked Creek on KY 
387 between KY 91 and 
Riverview Park. The 
bridge is just east of the 
intersection at Hebron 
Church Road. 

The second project is 
for a bridge on KY 506 
not too far from the 
county line. There is 
$68,000 in the governor’s 
plan for design and 
$680,000 for construc-
tion. The bridge is lo-
cated across Piney Creek. 

The second phase of 
US 641’s relocation has 
$25.2 million in the plan, 
but most of it is in what’s 
called the “out years” or 
those beyond the scope 
of the state’s biennial 
budget.  

In the US 641 reloca-
tion plan is $3.6 for 
right-of-way acquisition 
slated for 2025. The re-
maining work would be 
in the so-called out 
years. There is $1.08 mil-
lion called for in 2026 for 
utility relocation and 
then $20.52 million in 

2028 for construction to 
build 5.9 miles from US 
62 near the I-69 inter-
change north to a point 
just south of the Lyon 
and Caldwell County 
Line. The project has 
been on the drawing 
board and unfunded 
since 2006. 

Livingston County has 
two projects in the six-
year plan. The first will 
be a 2024 project for 
$13.8 million to address 
the condition of I-24 from 
mile point 29.5 to 33.8. 
New pavement will be in-
cluded the plan. Design 
work calls for $1.3 mil-
lion and construction 
$12.4 million to improve 
4.16 miles of interstate 
between the Livingston 
and Marshall County line 
to about the Smith-
land/Grand Rivers Exit. 

Another Livingston 
project is bridge work on 
KY 135 across Buck 
Creek. Only $198,000 is 
in the plan for design 
work in 2030. 

House 
Warming 

Despite single-digit 
temperatures last 
week many out-
door workers 
marched along 
without missing a 
beat. Here, home-
builders Matt Belt, 
Larry Duvall and 
David Perryman 
were beginning to 
close in a place 
they’re building for 
Travis and Ali Per-
ryman near Mott 
City.

Welcoming New Patients

FAMILY MEDICINE

Tyler Hamilton, DO, is accepting new 

patients of all ages at Livingston Care 

Clinic in Salem, KY. As a specially trained 

Osteopathic Doctor, Dr. Hamilton uses a 

“whole person” approach to medicine—

treating the entire person rather than just 

the symptoms. Dr. Hamilton earned a medical 

degree from the University of Pikeville-

Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine.

For an appointment with Dr. Hamilton 

you may call 270-988-3839.

Tyler
Hamilton, DO

117 E. Main Street, Salem, KY 42078

A heart scan, or CT Cardiac Scoring, is a Computed Tomography 
(CT) exam used to evaluate the coronary arteries for plaque and other 
anomalies to determine if you are at risk for heart disease. The exam only 
takes 15 minutes, there is no prep and it is non-invasive. Answer the questions 
below to find out if you are at risk. 

Do you have any of the following primary risk factors?

 • Family History of Heart Disease • High Cholesterol
 • High Blood Pressure • Smoking (How long?Amount/day?)
 • Diabetes • Overweight 
 • Sedentary Lifestyle • Age: Men Over 45, Women Over 55

If you answer YES to any of the above questions, 

you may be at risk for heart disease.

Call 270-988-2181 to schedule an appointment. 

Special hours for this test on Saturdays: February 3 and 24, 9AM-1PM

*If you have had cardiac bypass surgery, stents, 
or know you have a cardiac calcification - this test is NOT for you.

131 Hospital Drive, Salem, KY 42078
Phone: 270-988-7213

lhhs.org

February is
Heart Month!
This month only, get a 
$75 heart scan. 
(Regular price $99)

Bridges, US 641 among area’s 
improvements in Gov’s plan 

PARK 
Continued from page 1 

sources will also be sought. Programs 
that offer youth sports at the park will 
be financially contributing to the effort. 

Crittenden County Youth Soccer Ass-
sociation began in 1999 at Grady Field 

and moved to the park in 2001. Youth 
soccer in Crittenden County has never 
had lighted fields. 

“Lights on our fields would bring 
more playing opportunity and outdoor 
activities for the youth,” said longtime 
soccer coach and program coordinator 
Shana Geary. “Lights would greatly im-
prove field presence and safety.”
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Grand 

Jury this month handed down 
indictments in a variety of 
cases. A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or innocense. It 
merely decides whether 
enough evidence exists to pur-
sue prosecution of a case in 
circuit court.  

Following are cases where in-
dictments were rendered dur-
ing the January session. 

•Jonathan Richard Luis 
Kentfield, 40, of Marion was in-
dicted on felony charges of pro-
curement or promotion of a 
minor under the age of 12 in-
volving sexual or other prohib-
ited activities (electronic 
means) and distribution of ob-
scene material to a minor, first 
offense.  

Kentfield was arrested and 
bonded out ahead of his ar-
raignment in Circuit Court.  

Kentucky State Police inves-
tigated the matter. The police 
citation says that the investi-

gating officer received a com-
plaint about the situation that 
reportedly occurred on Aug. 23 
of last year. As part of the 
probe, Kentfield’s smartphone 
was confiscated and searched. 
On it, police allege that sexu-
ally explicit material was found 
and that material was alleged 
to have been sent to an 11-
year-old girl. Police also found 
evidence of the alleged situa-
tion in the victim’s journal. 

•Mitchell Peek, 36, of Marion 
was indicted on felony charges 
of first-degree wanton endan-
germent; misdemeanor 
charges of second-offense, fail-
ure of non-owner operator to 
maintain required insurance, 
having no operators license, 
operating on a revoked or sus-
pended operators license, sec-
ond-degree fleeing or evading 
police on foot, second-degree 

fleeing or evading police on a 
motor vehicle; and traffic viola-
tions for reckless driving, hav-
ing no or expired registration 
plates and disregarding a stop 
sign. 

Court records allege that on 
Dec. 1, Sheriff Evan Head at-
tempted to stop a black Honda 
motorcycle on US 60 West. The 
citation says the sheriff acti-
vated all emergency equipment 
on his cruiser, but the motor-
cycle sped away and turned 
onto KY 1668 (Crittenden 
Springs Road). The bike al-
legedly ran a stop sign at the 
intersection of KY 135 and pro-
ceeded westward. In Tolu, the 
report says the bike almost hit 
a vehicle as it went through a 
four-way stop and proceeded 
toward Carrsville in Livingston 
County. There, the suspect lost 
control of the bike and fled on 
foot. The sheriff’s report said 
the suspect was identified 
when he took off his helmet 
and fled in Carrsville. Peek was 

arrested days later and is being 
held on a $5,000 cash bond. 

•Terri Lynn Powell, 33, of 
Morganfield was indicted on a 
Class D felony charge of first-
degree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine); and mis-
demeanor charges of posses-
sion of marijuana, possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
third-degree possession of an 
unspecified drug (tramadol). 

A criminal citation in the 
case says Sheriff Head con-
ducted a traffic stop on the 
evening of Nov. 18 along US 60 
East, in which Powell was a 
passenger in car. A smell of 
marijuana led to further inves-
tigation. The sheriff’s report al-
leges that a pipe with meth 
residue, marijuana and pills 
were located either on the sus-
pect’s person or in her purse. 

•Deitra K. Moore, 30, of Mar-
ion was indicted on a Class D 
felony charge of theft of iden-
tity of another without con-

sent. Court records allege that 
on Dec. 5, Moore gave a false 
name and date of birth to 
Sheriff’s Deputy Boyd Bates, 
who was investigating an unre-
lated incident at a home on KY 
70. Head’s citation alleges that 
Moore gave him the name and 
DOB of a relative in an attempt 
to avoid being arrested on an 
outstanding warrant.  

•In a direct submittal to the 
grand jury, William L. Walker, 
55, of Eddyville was indicted 
on felony charges. 

Walker was indicted on four 
felony charges for tampering 
with a witness. He is being 
held without bond until ar-
raignment.  

Court records alleged that in 
August 2023 and thereafter, 
Walker “practiced fraud and 
deceit by sending correspon-
dence” to a victim “containing 
false statements and threats of 
reprisal regarding (the victim’s) 
testimony…” 

GRAND JURY
Five are indicted in felony cases

STAFF REPORT 
A couple of Crittenden 

County bridges, I-24 in 
Livingston County and 
the start to US 641’s re-
location in Lyon County 
are among 1,300 projects 
in Gov. Andy Beshear 
2024 Recommended 
Highway Plan, which was 
unveiled last week. 

The governor’s highway 
plan is a practical action 
guide to prioritize road 
and bridge maintenance 
projects, as well as new 
construction in the bien-
nium and following four 
years. Bridges are pri-
mary focus of the six-
year plan. 

In Crittenden, the plan 
calls for two bridge proj-
ects. Both are 2024 proj-
ects and will need to be 
included in the state’s 
two-year budget this ses-
sion in order to bring 
those to fruition.  

Beshear’s plan calls for 
$1.98 million to be spent 
on design and construc-
tion of a bridge over 

Crooked Creek on KY 
387 between KY 91 and 
Riverview Park. The 
bridge is just east of the 
intersection at Hebron 
Church Road. 

The second project is 
for a bridge on KY 506 
not too far from the 
county line. There is 
$68,000 in the governor’s 
plan for design and 
$680,000 for construc-
tion. The bridge is lo-
cated across Piney Creek. 

The second phase of 
US 641’s relocation has 
$25.2 million in the plan, 
but most of it is in what’s 
called the “out years” or 
those beyond the scope 
of the state’s biennial 
budget.  

In the US 641 reloca-
tion plan is $3.6 for 
right-of-way acquisition 
slated for 2025. The re-
maining work would be 
in the so-called out 
years. There is $1.08 mil-
lion called for in 2026 for 
utility relocation and 
then $20.52 million in 

2028 for construction to 
build 5.9 miles from US 
62 near the I-69 inter-
change north to a point 
just south of the Lyon 
and Caldwell County 
Line. The project has 
been on the drawing 
board and unfunded 
since 2006. 

Livingston County has 
two projects in the six-
year plan. The first will 
be a 2024 project for 
$13.8 million to address 
the condition of I-24 from 
mile point 29.5 to 33.8. 
New pavement will be in-
cluded the plan. Design 
work calls for $1.3 mil-
lion and construction 
$12.4 million to improve 
4.16 miles of interstate 
between the Livingston 
and Marshall County line 
to about the Smith-
land/Grand Rivers Exit. 

Another Livingston 
project is bridge work on 
KY 135 across Buck 
Creek. Only $198,000 is 
in the plan for design 
work in 2030. 

House 
Warming 

Despite single-digit 
temperatures last 
week many out-
door workers 
marched along 
without missing a 
beat. Here, home-
builders Matt Belt, 
Larry Duvall and 
David Perryman 
were beginning to 
close in a place 
they’re building for 
Travis and Ali Per-
ryman near Mott 
City.

Welcoming New Patients

FAMILY MEDICINE

Tyler Hamilton, DO, is accepting new 

patients of all ages at Livingston Care 

Clinic in Salem, KY. As a specially trained 

Osteopathic Doctor, Dr. Hamilton uses a 

“whole person” approach to medicine—

treating the entire person rather than just 

the symptoms. Dr. Hamilton earned a medical 

degree from the University of Pikeville-

Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine.

For an appointment with Dr. Hamilton 

you may call 270-988-3839.

Tyler
Hamilton, DO

117 E. Main Street, Salem, KY 42078

A heart scan, or CT Cardiac Scoring, is a Computed Tomography 
(CT) exam used to evaluate the coronary arteries for plaque and other 
anomalies to determine if you are at risk for heart disease. The exam only 
takes 15 minutes, there is no prep and it is non-invasive. Answer the questions 
below to find out if you are at risk. 

Do you have any of the following primary risk factors?

 • Family History of Heart Disease • High Cholesterol
 • High Blood Pressure • Smoking (How long?Amount/day?)
 • Diabetes • Overweight 
 • Sedentary Lifestyle • Age: Men Over 45, Women Over 55

If you answer YES to any of the above questions, 
you may be at risk for heart disease.

Call 270-988-2181 to schedule an appointment. 

Special hours for this test on Saturdays: February 3 and 24, 9AM-1PM

*If you have had cardiac bypass surgery, stents, 
or know you have a cardiac calcification - this test is NOT for you.

131 Hospital Drive, Salem, KY 42078
Phone: 270-988-7213

lhhs.org

February is
Heart Month!
This month only, get a 
$75 heart scan. 
(Regular price $99)

Bridges, US 641 among area’s 
improvements in Gov’s plan 

PARK 
Continued from page 1 

sources will also be sought. Programs 
that offer youth sports at the park will 
be financially contributing to the effort. 

Crittenden County Youth Soccer Ass-
sociation began in 1999 at Grady Field 

and moved to the park in 2001. Youth 
soccer in Crittenden County has never 
had lighted fields. 

“Lights on our fields would bring 
more playing opportunity and outdoor 
activities for the youth,” said longtime 
soccer coach and program coordinator 
Shana Geary. “Lights would greatly im-
prove field presence and safety.”


